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U.S. Agriculture Production Cost Nearly $400 Billion in 2014 

WASHINGTON, August 4, 2015 – U.S. farmers spent $397.6 billion on agricultural production in 2014, 

up 8.3 percent from 2013, the largest increase since 2008, according to the Farm Production Expenditures 

report, published today by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics Service 

(NASS).   

Feed, already the largest expenditure category for U.S. farmers, also saw the largest increase since 2013. 

In 2014, producers spent $63.7 billion on animal feed, up 16 percent from the previous year. Farm 

services, livestock, poultry and related expenses, and labor were the other three major categories that saw 

an increase of 11.4 percent, 11.3 percent, and 8.6 percent respectively.  

Per farm, the average expenditures total $191,500 compared with $175,270 in 2013, up 9.3 percent. As in 

the previous year, crop farms account for the majority of production expenditures in 2014, although the 

gap between two sectors was significantly smaller than in the previous years. The average expenditure per 

crop farm totals $213,150 compared to $173,285 per livestock farm.  

Regionally, the largest increase in production expenditures was in the Plains regions, which includes 

states, such as Kansas and Texas. In that region, expenditures rose by $11.6 billion from 2013. For 2014, 

total expenditures by region are:  

 Midwest $124.0 billion  

 Plains $99.3 billion  

 West $85.6 billion  

 Atlantic $48.2 billion  

 South $40.5 billion 

The Farm Production Expenditures summary provides the official estimates for production input costs on 

U.S. farms and ranches. These estimates are based on the results of the nationwide Tenure, Ownership, 

and Transition of Agriculture Land (TOTAL), conducted by NASS. The entire Farm Production 

Expenditures 2014 summary is available online at http://bit.ly/FarmExpenditures. 

http://bit.ly/FarmExpenditures
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NASS provides accurate, timely, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. We invite you to 

provide occasional feedback on our products and services. Sign up at http://bit.ly/NASS_Subscriptions 

and look for “NASS Data User Community.” 
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, 

Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, 

S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 

(TDD)or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). 
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